The Epistle to the Romans

Study 37

Romans 12:14-21

14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 

15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 

16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 

17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 

18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 

19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 

20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 

21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
Living in A Hostile World   
If we are living for the Lord, having presented our bodies a living sacrifice unto Him, we will sense that we are living in a hostile world.  The reason is given by our Lord in John 15: 18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.  19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.  20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.  

Our Christian conduct, thinking, morals are often directly opposed to those of the world and the world must reject them, because the world is under control of the prince of the world, Satan.  It is not surprising that Christians who are true to the Lord will be persecuted.  
Qn:  Even non-Christians, having views that are similar to Biblical teachings, can sometimes get into trouble.  Is this true?  
.................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  If non-Christians holding views that are biblical can get into trouble,  can we Christians expect to be free from trouble if we speak the truth?

....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
How should we as believers in the Lord live in this hostile world?
Blessing vs Persecution.  In church history in some periods persecution against Christians was very severe and many Christians were martyred.  Today in some countries there are still situations in which Christians lose their lives for confessing Christ.  In other countries, the persecution may not be violent, but can come in the form of religious discrimination.  One professed believer said it was impossible for him to get a government job in the Muslim country he came from if on the application form he stated he was a Christian.  In a country like Australia, we do not have violent persecutions against Christians, but can we not be persecuted in a more subtle way?  
Qn:  Give examples of persecution that might come in subtle ways.

....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Often our patience is taxed.  We could feel very hurt and be provoked to anger.  But how should we respond?  Remember the Lord said.  John 15:20-21, "Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep your s also.  But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me."  

....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Is there a possibility that we might have a persecution complex?

.................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Verse 17, Recompense to no man evil for evil

Qn:  When hurt of course we are likely to retaliate, but the Word of God says, 17 Recompense to no man evil for evil.  How should we react to the action of a boss who passes us by for promotion because of our belief in the Lord?  How should we react if our father threatens to disown us because of our faith in the Lord?
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Elder Koh’s testimony:  In the home when we are persecuted, it is also hard not to be provoked to anger and feel tempted to retaliate.  My father was not a believer and he was very unhappy because quite a few of his children became believers in the Lord.  On numerous occasions he threatened to disown us and to withdraw monetary support for us if we continued to follow the Lord.  His objection to our believing in the Lord was not passive but demonstrative.  At times he became very unreasonable.  There was the occasion when a Christian friend came and paid me a social visit.  I was already an adult but living with my folks.  My friend and I were not talking about anything spiritual, but my father was very mad that a Christian friend was meeting with me in his house.  Furious he shouted at me, “Don’t hold Christian meetings in my home.  Get out and hold them somewhere else.”  As I said, I was already an adult, earning my own living.  I really felt very hurt, insulted and angry that my father should shout at me in that manner.  It was within my power to retaliate.  To shout back at him or worse become very physical about it.  But thank God I kept very quiet.  But was my reaction correct?  No!  I should have done better.  I should not not only not recompense evil for evil, but pray like what the Lord did, “Heavenly Father, forgive my earthly father because he knows not what he has done.”  But I did not.
When we are persecuted, when we are badly treated for our faith in the Lord, by the grace of God let us bless them that persecute us.  It is hard.  But, if we want to shine for the Lord, that is what we must do.  Matthew 5:44, "But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;"

 “Right vs Wrong” in our Christian living.  
Verse 17,  Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.  “ Provide things honest in the sight of all men” seems to refer to providing honestly for the family or loved ones.  Actually the word ‘honest’ also means ‘right’.  Do things right in the sight of all men.  Is ‘rightness’ subjective?  What is the absolute standard of rightness?
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  So when we say, “Provide all things right in the sight of all men” the rightness must be rightness seen by the one true living God.  Now knowing what is right is good and vital but it is not good enough.  We must do that which is right.  But where is the will to do?  
Often we have to lament as what Paul said, Rom 7:19, "For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do."  There is the desire to do good and not to do evil, but the will for that is often missing.  
The testimony of a man who knew what was right but did not have the will to do that which was right:
Chuck Colson was one of the inner circle men of President Nixon who was notorious for what is known as the Watergate scandal that took place in the 1970’s.  The scandal involved the breaking in into the head office of the opposition party’s (Democrat’s) headquarters, when Nixon was preparing to be re-elected president of the US as a Republican candidate.  The FBI discovered that Nixon was somehow connected to the break-in, but he attempted to cover up his involvement.  Public pressure was so high against him and he knew that if he continued with the cover-up the law would bring him to task and so he resigned from his presidency.

Chuck Colson, Nixon’s inner circle man, was surely very much involved in the scandal and for that involvement he went to jail.   He was later purportedly converted and became a preacher.  (Note: We may not necessarily agree with Colson’s belief because he was a neo-evangelical.)  In those days if you were following the news about the Watergate affair, you would have to conclude that Nixon and his men were crooks, dishonest people – including Chuck Colson.
But in those days, Colson in his own eyes was a moral person.  He was a hard working highly intelligent man who earned his law degree the hard way.  When he joined Nixon’s team, he actually gave up a very good law practice.  He was one who was very terrified about breaking the law because he did not want to jeopardize his ability to practise law.  You might say he was one who had high morality.  He had this desire to do right always.
But he also had one consuming desire – and that was to support Nixon in his re-election, because he strongly believed in Nixon’s ideological position.  In his own words he said, “Every human being has an infinite capacity for self-rationalisation and self-delusion.”  In other words, you know a thing is wrong to do but you are able to argue in your mind that it is good and you delude yourself into thinking that it is good.  He also said that you know a thing is wrong and you should not be doing it, but you do not have the will not to do it and end up doing it.   Also you know that instead of the wrong there is the right thing to do, again you do not have the will to do it.  The result of his lacking the will to not do wrong and the will to do right was ... he ran foul of the law and went to jail.
Qn:  Living in this hostile world as believers we must aim not to do wrong and aim to do right, but where do we find the will to do so?
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Good vs Evil.  The good here includes living peaceably with all men. 
Verse 18,  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.   In other words we are not to be quarrelsome but be easily entreated.  
Qn:  What can you say of a professed believer who is notorious for being quarrelsome?   Eg

He quarrels with people at his workplace and with people in the church and moves from church to church.  He quarrels with his boss and his colleagues and often leaves the company he works for because of these quarrels.  
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  The word of God says, 18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.  Are we to live at peace with others at all cost? 
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Comment:  Neville Chamberlain, the Prime Minister of Britain, was a man of peace.  To keep peace in Europe he signed an agreement with Hitler in 1938 giving Hitler the right to invade Czechoslovakia.  He had betrayed an ally in Czechoslovakia.  It seemed to him it was peace at all cost without consideration for righteousness.  That action was obviously wrong.  As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ we are to live peaceably with others but not at the expense of truth and righteousness based on God’s Word.
Qn:  Can we fellowship with churches (a) that attack God’s Word and say the Bible has got mistakes, 
(b)  that believe in evolution  (c)  that believe in the health and wealth Gospel?  Are we being self-righteous and not peace-loving if we expose the errors of such churches?  
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Comments:  “For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.”  The good in here also refers to ‘not being revengeful’.  Our sinful inclination is to apply an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  If you take out one of my eyes, I make sure that you pay with your eye or better still you pay with both your eyes.  No we must not give any place for our personal vengeance.  Whatever wrath there is to be expressed we must give place to God to express that wrath.  If there is vengeance to be taken, it has to be done so by the Lord.  He says, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.”
Verses  19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 

20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.   21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
Qn: Instead of being revengeful, we must instead show them kindness.  We must desire this effect – the effect of heaping ‘coals of fire on the head’ of the enemy.’  What could this phrase possibly mean?

....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  What caused us to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?

....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Overcome by His love and kindness can we overcome evil with good?  
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Summary:   We may expect to be persecuted as believers living in a world hostile to our Lord.  When persecuted let us by the grace of God respond as taught by the Lord.  Matt 5:44, "But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;"

Let’s do right in the sight of God.  Provide things honest in the sight of all men.  Let us realize if we choose not to do wrong and to do right we have the power to do so.  The Lord has given us His Holy Spirit to empower us to do that which is right.

Finally, to live victoriously in this world, we must learn to overcome evil not with evil, but overcome evil with good.  We have the Holy Spirit in us to do that.
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